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The 2018 Bonham Chamber of Commerce Annual
Awards Banquet happened February 3, 2018 at the Fannin
County Multipurpose Complex. The event serves a twofold purpose 1) to recognize deserving citizens and

business for their work in our community and 2) support
the Chamber's ongoing work through fundraising. It is the
banquet committee's goal to make this event, in honor of
the most outstanding of our
community, something that
proudly represents Bonham
and Fannin County to others.
The committee members:
Beverly Kinslow, Samantha
Lumpkins, Dale McQueen,
Brandi Powers, Harley Smith,
Deana Staton, Angel
Titsworth, and Melissa
Wallace worked hard to host a banquet that would meet,
and will continue to meet, those expectations. Thank you
to our committee for all their efforts.
The 2018 Banquet tucked a little fun into the evening

February 2018

by making this year's theme casino night. Including the

first ever, Guns &
Gamblers, a firearms
version of blackjack.
After a couple hours
of play, we had some
big winners from the
casino raffle: John
Turbey won a 65 inch,

smart TV sponsored
by Northeast Texas
Medical, Tongrun, Harley Smith, Wise Funeral
Home, TMC Bonham, Deana Staton, Ty & Rita
Fulmer. Galyon Hammett took home the prize
package donated by Choctaw Casino, Kathy
Akers won a Texas Rangers package donated the
Texas Rangers and a hotel stay by Galyon Travel,
Faith Putton won a 10 foot windmill donated by

Tractor Supply, Kevin Hayes won a CHL class for
two donated by Mike Lane, and Martina Smith
won a Grill donated from Fix n Feed with steaks
from Keeton Beef.

purchased earlier in 2018 by the
Chamber, combined with the sound
panel renovations to the Complex's
facilities, greatly improved sound quality
for the event, and solved several
technical issues that had caused
problems in the past.
It is the Chamber's practice to
notify the recipients of the awards for
that year in preparation for the event (for
that little matter of being sure they are
present to receive the award!). However,
occasionally, we sneak in a surprise, and
this year we managed two. The 2017
Citizen of the Year, Kristy Agerlid, was in
the dark until the moment the speech for

her awards began. It took some planning
across the Chamber and several
branches of the bank Kristy works at to
pull it off, but it was a success. It is not
part of the usual proceedings to
recognize the Chamber Executive
Director, but board members, led by
Angel Titsworth, thought it time to
acknowledge the many hours and

The evening opened at 5pm with a mix &
mingle for sampling the wineries present,
enjoying hors d'oeuvres and strolling the raffle
tables. After dinner was served by Dina's
Catering, the evening's ceremonies were kicked
off by the Color Guard from Boy Scout Troop 52
and a welcome from the 2017 Chamber Board
Chair Angel Titsworth. The new sound system,

endless effort Dale McQueen has put
into this work in that position. He was
called on stage and presented with his
own, custom hammer, engraved from
the board.

A new category was added this year to the line up. In

the event was increased to

order to distinguish between the individual who has

accommodate the expected crowd size,

worked especially hard in the past year, from those

and they were kept laughing by our

individuals that have a lifetime of work to their credit,

auctioneer Randolph McGee during the

the Chamber created and presented it's first Lifetime

live auction portion which followed the

Achievement award. The recipients for 2017 were as

presentation of awards. The 2018

follows:

Chamber Awards Banquet successfully

2017 Volunteer of the Year Samantha Lumpkins

met its fundraising goals and for that

2017 Agriculturist of the Year Payton Berni

we owe thanks to all those that bid in

2017 Public Servant of the Year Kassi Bowen-Lightfoot

the auction, our prize donors and our

2017 New Member of the Year Homestead Winery

tables sponsors. And we extend our

2017 Business of the Year TMC Bonham Hospital

thanks to everyone that came out to

2017 Citizen of the Year Kristy Agerlid

make this a positive start to 2018. See
you next year!

2017 Lifetime Achievement Award Bro. William Beasley.
For the first time in several years, the number of tables at

Samantha Lumpkins

Samantha has
worked with
The volunteer of the year is an individual, chosen by Homestead Winery,
the Chamber, who has been active in both the
currently as Vice
Chamber and the Fannin County community. While
President of
they have not all been official chamber members, they Marketing, for 15
have all contributed their valuable time, ideas and, in years. The Ivanhoe
many cases, their own money to promote an event
Wine & Music
that the chamber has put on for the good of the
Festival, a large event with many hours behind it,
community.
happens every year because of Samantha. When her
Samantha Lumpkins continues that tradition in children were in school she worked in the PTO, and
she also had the Bonham School of Dance for 12
that she has been a tremendous asset to the Bonham
years. Samantha’s children are Ethan and Kathleen,
Chamber over the past few years, particularly in her
and Matt and Liz. Samantha is married to her college
bringing us the Bonham Holiday Wine Stroll. She
sweetheart Randy Lumpkins.
also helps with the Christmas committee painting
windows dressed like an elf, and we also can enjoy
Thank you Sam for all your work and congratulations
this banquet tonight due, in part, to her work on the
on being selected the 2017 Volunteer of the Year.
2018 Banquet committee.

Payton Berni
It was the Chamber’s honor to award the 2017 Agriculturist of the Year
to a woman who has worked tirelessly with the youth of Fannin County for the
past two years.
Having grown up showing since the age of 3, this woman continues to
encourage and assistance in clinics teaching youth about the agricultural life.
She is very hands-on in the local 4-H, helping kids one-on-one with their projects. She also serves as judge in different livestock shows and clinics, and also
promotes agricultural knowledge in our county through garden and bird workshops, horse owner clinics, dogs & donuts meetings and cattle clinics.
Thank you Payton for being such an outstanding example to the youth of Fannin County.

Kassi Bowen-Lightfoot
This year’s public servant of the year is Kassi
Bowen-Lightfoot. Kassi was a volunteer for the Fannin
Pregnancy Care Center (FPCC) in the past. She attends
almost any meeting that has the goal of helping people in
Bonham or Fannin County and she always volunteers to
not just attend the meetings, but to take leadership roles.
She sends invitations, writes meeting notes, coordinates
activities for the Fannin Health Coalition and the Fannin
CRCG meeting (Community Resource Coordination
Group), who meet monthly, she is a team leader during the
annual “Great Days of Service” in Bonham, a community
cleanup day. Kassi has relentlessly worked to
accommodate every organization including CPS, APS, and
Law Enforcement officers from all Fannin towns and the
Sheriff’s Office in the multi-disciplinary team meetings at
the Children’s Center and attendance has significantly
increased. Kassi has a heart for any of those in Bonham
and Fannin County, who cannot speak for themselves.

hands on. Recently, Kassi (with her co-worker Mandi) has
attended training to become a handler for the facility dog
Render, a trained service dog, who helps comfort children
throughout their cases at the Children’s Center, during
their interviews, and in court. Kassi is an outstanding
example of a public servant and one of the driving forces
If there is a social service meeting in Bonham, it is that make the Fannin County Children’s Center stand out
as one of the best in Texas.
almost certain that Kassi is there to help with input and

Homestead Winery
Four years ago, the Bonham Chamber started
honoring a new member of the year. The award can go to any
new member of the Bonham Chamber of Commerce who has
joined in the past year. While all our new members over the
past year are valued and appreciated, the winner of this award
goes above and beyond by being whole heartedly involved in
some of the great programs and services that the chamber and
other organizations provide to the community.
This year’s winner, Homestead Winery, is the oldest continually operating winery in the Red River
Valley of North Texas. Barb and Gabe Parker started Homestead desiring to continue the Parker family
farming tradition begun in North Texas by Gabe's grandfather more than 100 years ago. In addition to the
Ivanhoe facility, their winery in historic downtown Denison, bottles Sherry, Port and Red Wine.
Homestead Winery has been active in both the Chamber and other locally organized community
activities and events in the Bonham area the past few years. Homestead Winery has been a great asset to the
Fannin County community and tonight the Chamber is pleased to recognize Homestead Winery as the 2017
New Member of the Year.

TM Bonham Hospital
TMC Bonham Hospital is a 25-bed critical care hospital
with a medical staff that includes both primary care and
specialty physicians. The hospital provides healthcare using
advanced technology to meet the needs of the community in
Fannin County, Texas.
Under the current leadership, important renovations
have been made to better serve patients needs such as opening
a new emergency wing, changing the location of the entrance
for easier access, and improving facility appeal with new
landscaping and flower beds.
TMC’s Chief Executive is very active in the community, serving
as the 2018 Chair of the Chamber Board of Directors, and also
sponsor many community events such as the Bonham
Christmas Parade, the Chamber Golf Tournament, the Bonham

Festival of Flight, and many more. Thank you TMC Bonham
Hospital

Kristy Agerlid
The citizen of the year for 2017 is Kristy
Agerlid. Kristy spends a great amount of her
personal time volunteering for several different local
organizations. In 2017 she served as the Chairman
of the Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade
Planning Committee, a member of the Chamber of
Commerce Board, Kool Lunches Board, Creative
Arts Center Board, volunteered for Heritage Days,
Meals on Wheels and other sponsored events.
The Christmas parade committee met once a
week for 6 months leading up to the parade date.
Kristy also spent several days dressed as an elf going
door to door to businesses around town fundraising
for the parade, then another 2 days painting window for all the businesses that donated money.
Kristy serves on the Kool Lunch Board and played a big role in bringing this program back. She spent
a great deal of time on this project fundraising, collecting food and necessary items, soliciting other volunteers
for the program and finally making and delivering lunches to the kids.
In addition to the boards Kristy serves on, she volunteers time for most if not every community event
throughout the year. She volunteered her time at booths for Heritage Days, Festival of Flight, Fannin County
Fair, Fannin County Farm and Ranch Round up, and the past years Back the Badge event.
Kristy is an awesome mother of twin 7 year old boys, works at First United as a loan officer where she
is a model employee, and somehow finds all this extra time to spend volunteering to make her local
community a better place to live. She has my vote for Citizen of the Year for 2017.

Bro. William Beasley
The Lifetime Achievement Award was added
by the chamber board this year because it was felt that
special recognition should be given to those
individuals who, throughout their lives, have proved
themselves examples of “service over self.”. Tonight,
we present the first Lifetime Achievement Award to

Bro. William Beasley: pastor, chaplain, family man,
and former soldier- someone who embodies integrity,
devotion to his country, and an individual who is
helpful to people from all walks of life.
Bro. Bill Beasley came to Bonham in 1972 and
served as pastor at the First Baptist Church for many

you who have not personally benefited from his desire

years. He then became Chaplain at the Sam Rayburn

to serve others. Ask just about anyone and they will

Memorial Veterans Center in Bonham. He served in

have a story about Bro. Beasley’s effect on their lives.

WWII, spent time as a German POW and, fortunately, February 3rd was not the first time he has received a
service award. In 2016 the Fannin County
he was freed and could come home to his work as a
spiritual counselor to our community. Bro. Beasley’s

Commissioner’s Court officially made Bro. Beasley’s

experiences in WWII have helped him develop a

birthday, December 28, Bro. Bill Beasley Day in

unique camaraderie with the veterans. He is also an

Fannin County. The Chamber of Commerce and the

important member of our local Kiwanis chapter.

Fannin County community was honored to recognize

Bro. Beasley is a man who really needs no
explanation because there are probably very few of

Bro. William Beasley as the recipient of the 2017
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Thank You
Table
Sponsors

1st United Bank, BEDCO/Fannin
Pharmacy, Bonham Chrysler, Bonham
ISD, Brookshire’s, Century 21-Harvey
Properties, City of Bonham, Cole Title
Company, Deana Staton/Clint Backus,
Fannin Bank, Fannin County
Children’s Center, Fannin County
Family Crisis Center, Fannin County
Leader, Fannin Federal Credit Union,
Farm N Home Casualty, Guild Mortgage
-Sabrina Wegley, Hammett Excavation/
Rebel Roots Boutique, Homestead
Winery, John Ratcliffe for Congress,
Legend Bank, Linebarger Law Firm,
McCraw Oil/Kwik Chek, Renlita
Custom Opening Solutions, Senator Bob
Hall, TMC Bonham Hospital, Tongrun
Intl., Weichert Realtors-Solid Ground,
Wise Funeral Home

To respect the privacy of Mrs. Thomas’s offices as a counseling
location, the Chamber will not hold a traditional come and go
ribbon cutting to welcome her to our Bonham business
community. However, we’d still like to introduce her, and be
sure you shake her hand when you cross paths or contact her with
any questions.

Grace J. Thomas, LCDC
1212 N. Center Street
Bonham, TX 75418
There is a new counselor in town specializing in substance abuse and process addictions. Grace Thomas is a
graduate of Texas A&M University Commerce and is a Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor ready to serve her
community.
For the past 12 years Grace J. Thomas has served the State of Texas and various Texas Counties and their
residents; Texas Department of Criminal Justice as a Substance Abuse Counselor for incarcerated male offenders; Texas
Department of Family and Protective Services; Tarrant County Judicial District as an Adult Supervision Officer, and
Collin County as the Director of the Substance Abuse Program.
“I have a passion for helping people who were once believed to be lost and forgot how amazing they are. It is
wonderful to be a part of their miracle when they realize recovery is possible. Healing is possible.”

Grace settled in Bonham with her husband Steven in August 2017 and opened her practice at 1212 North Center
Street in Bonham November 1, 2017. She can be contacted by phone 469-298-8727 or email gjthomas0617@yahoo.com
for appointments or questions.
“I am ready to serve and here to help.”

More 2018 Banquet
pictures and short
video on Chamber
Facebook page!

Enjoy an Amazing Valentine’s Evening
Saturday, February 10 OR Wednesday, February 14

At The Breakfast Stop!!
The Breakfast Stop transforms to provide a romantic candlelight venue!!
Musical entertainment by incredible vocalist singing popular love songs
Tammy Hopkins

Salad and Appetizer Buffet
Assorted salads and savory appetizers

Choice of Entrée
~ Wine Braised Beef Short Ribs~
Savory beef short ribs served on bed of creamy herbed mashed potatoes,

steamed fresh asparagus, and sautéed sliced portabellas

~ Chicken Madeira~
Chicken breasts topped with creamy mushrooms and cheese on a bed of wild rice,
Fresh wilted spinach, and sliced tomatoes

~ Seafood Casserole Pastrty ~
Creamy seafood casserole with a puff pastry topping,
steamed fresh asparagus, and vegetable medley

Sweet Endings
Assorted decadent desserts to choose from!

Complimentary Champagne, Wine, and special Valentine treats!
$ 75/couple, Reservations only - by Friday, Feb. 9 (or Tue Feb.13)
5:30 – 8:30 pm - Limited seating available

Email Bonhambreakfaststop@gmail.com for reservations or more information

2017 STAR CHAMBER MEMBERS

GOLD MEMBERS
Bonham Chrysler

2018

Board of
Directors
OFFICERS

Brookshire's Food
Store

First United Bank
Legend Bank

Harley Smith, Chair
Deana Staton, Chair Elect
Melody Hammett, Treasurer
Brandi Powers, Secretary

DIRECTORS
Kristy Agerlid

North Texas
Municipal Water
District
Oncor

Beverly Kinslow
Staci Murden
Jeff Robinson
Gary Stanley
Megan Towery
Melissa Wallace
Sabrina Wegley

STAFF
Dale McQueen
Susan Purcell

TMC Bonham
Hospital

Bronze Members
American Best Care Hospice
Americas Best Value Inn
Atmos Energy
Blain Service Company, LLC
Bonham Independent School District
Bonham Land and Ranches, LLC
Cable One
Century 21 Harvey Properties
Cigna
Clayton Homes
Cole Title Company
Custom Glass and Mirror
David Stanley Construction LLC
Fannin Bank
Fannin County Leader
Fannin Federal Credit Union
Fannin Pharmacy
Farm N' Home Casualty
Hofmann Mraz Home Care
Homestead Winery
Majestic 6 Theatre
Massey’s Music
McClanahan & Holmes, LLP
McCraw Materials
McCraw Oil & Kwik Chek
Morning Star Academy
Northeast Medical Home Health
Pampered Paws Dog Hotel
Rebel Roots Boutique
Renlita Custom Opening Solutions
RPM Staffing
Servpro
The Carleton House Bed & Breakfast
Weichert Realtors Solid Ground
Warrior Tire
WHOLTE LOTTA STYLIN’
Wise Funeral Home

February
Feb 8-11 - Bonham Trade Days
Feb 9 - LaVergne Blood Drive
Feb 9 - Mardi Gras Gumbo Dinner and Wine Down,
Creative Arts Center
Feb 10 - Black History Open House,
Sam Rayburn Houses SHS
Feb 15 - Farm and Ranch Roundup
Feb 16-17 - Allen Bowles Gun Show
Feb 24 - Black History Month Program
The Bonham Chamber of Commerce Website and click the
“Community Events” calendar header for the entire Fannin
County Community Calendar

