January 2016

The 2016 Annual
Chamber Banquet will feature
a “Giving and Sharing”
theme. Our business community is extremely generous
and supportive of many and
varied community causes—
often through Chamber organized events, but also
through multiple other outlets. We want to spotlight
you, our members, and give
you a stage to display all the
vital, generous work you.

Year, and Agriculturalist of the on the present date state of
year.
the Republic! You are sure to
Our main speaker will be entertained, amused, and
be familiar from his previous leave with a sense of pride
appearances at the Creative about Texas and its people.”
Arts Center. However, he has
prepared a special, tailored
presentation for our Chamber
banquet.

“The other Texan also
named Sam Houston will appear as the one and only
"General Sam", the first President of our Republic and will
The evening will inentertain with humorous stoclude dinner, a live auction,
ries and observations about
the amusing and informative Texas, Texans and the things
Sam Houston as main speak- which make us unique, as well
er, and the recognizing of our as provide inspiring and inPublic Servant of the Year,
sightful comments about
Business of the Year, Volunsome of his escapades in Texteer of the Year, Citizen of the as history. Of special interest
Year, New business of the
will be General Sam's views

You can purchase
tickets online here.

Get more details about Chamber activity at:
www.bonhamchamber.com
https://www.facebook.com/
BonhamChamber

5:30 pm
Bonham Chamber of Commerce
Date:
Time:

Hors d’Oeuvres, wine
and music

6pm
Meal begins
Live Auction

Individual Tickets-$35
Table for Eight-$350
Two Tables for Eight-$650
Visit the Chamber Website to
purchase tickets online

Sam Houston,
Main Speaker
Presentation of
awards will be featured during the meal

How can you be involved?

Keep your eyes peeled
on your email and Facebook
as we will continue to send
First, purchase your
tickets. Purchasing a table is out more information as Feb
also a great way to represent 6th approaches.
yourself and will ensure everyone in your party will be
If you have not already
seated together.
liked our Chamber Facebook
Second, reserve a space
for you to set up an unmanned display, detailing
how you give back. You’ve
done a lot of good work. We
want to let our community
know! The Chamber will provide a table. You must reserve a spot to have a display space at the banquet.

page, please do so. If you
prefer text, you can sign up
for quick-reminder-only
chamber texts by texting
“Bonham” to 21777.

You can purchase tickets online here.

On February 7th, the Bonham Chamber of Commerce transformed the Fannin
County Multi-purpose Complex into a sparkling winter venue for the 2015 Chamber Awards Banquet. The main speaker, Burton Gilliam provided attendees with
entertainment during the meal and the night ended with a great selection of country tunes from Jerry Audley and his band. There was also a live auction and silent
auction to help reach the Banquet’s fundraising goals. Here are the outstanding individuals and businesses in the community that were recognized that night.

On February 18th and 19th, citizens from Fannin County drove down to the Texas Capital to participate in the grassroots event “Fannin County Days”. Texas State Representative Larry Phillips, and
State Senator Bob Hall were both present at the dinner held at the Austin Land and Cattle Company
on Wednesday evening. This was a great opportunity to interact with these men in a direct, one-onone setting. Thursday morning attendees had breakfast at the Capital Grill with a speaker from the
State Board of Education, District 9, Thomas Ratliff. Before heading home Thursday evening the
group visited TxDOT, had a capital tour, heard from Kathleen Jackson with TWDB, Mike Rickman of
North Texas Municipal Water District, and Mike Esparza from the Comptroller’s office. The next Fannin County Day will be held in 2017.

Despite the craziest rain weather we've seen in Texas for a long time, causing multiple postponements, the
2015 Golf Tournament still came off as a great time for all.

May 31, 2016 turned into the perfect day for the 2nd
Fannin Kite Fest. Roughly 300 hundred people attended and everyone, ages 5-80, participated. Big Mike’s
Kites was the kite vendor present, but many people
also brought their own kites. Three members from
the DAKO (Dallas Area Kitefliers Organization) came
out and displayed approximately 20 spectacular specialty kites for participants to enjoy. Yet again we had
a great response to the essay/drawing contest for all Fannin County students. Over $1100
were awarded as prizes to the winners and honorable mentions. We were happy to give all
the donations provided by our sponsors directly back to the essay/contest participants. KXII
came out to cover the event! Check out the clip here:
Flying over Bonham Skies KXII

Photo: Courtesy of Allen Rich at North Texas E-news

9/11/15 A short Patriot’s Day observance was
held. The schedule included a prayer, presentation of certificates of thanks to local sheriff, police, first responders, veterans and armed forces, and a song from the school choir. Thank you
to all our public servants. And to all who attended to show our gratitude for their service.

2015 Fannin County Bale Trail
While agriculture is often described as the largest revenue
stream in Fannin County, it is not very visible to the "average citizen". Fewer and fewer counties hold county fairs each year. The Bale
Trail is a way to recognize both. The 2015 Fannin Bale Trail happened from Sept 21 - Oct 10th. Participants provided and decorated
their own bales.

Bonham attended the 2015 Halloween on the
Square in force, and everyone had a fun, safe time.
This event, where businesses and organizations
gather around the square under the organization of
the chamber and hand out candy to kids had become one of the best attendants events of the year.
Photos courtesy of Allen Rich.

On it’s fourth year, what is quickly
becoming the definitive event of the
year in Bonham Texas, the 2015 Festival of Flight flew strong despite the
weather’s attempts to interfere. The
event did have to be postponed to the
following day. Despite these changes
the event still brought out lots of families and provided them
with the sights and sky-high activities and acrobats everyone
has come to expect of Bonham Festival of Flight.

2015 was another great year for the Bonham Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade and Festival. It
was much bigger than the previous year’s and that
was exciting to see. The Chamber expanded on last
years activities by adding something Christmas, and family oriented to the
community calendar every weekend of the season. We’ve been carefully
judging feedback and success of these experiments and will see what should
be kept, discarded or adjusted for 2016. And everyone was very excited to
welcome the new 30ft Christmas tree to the square.

Photos Courtesy of Allen Rich
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New Members:
Majestic 6 Theatres
231 South Hwy 121
Bonham, TX 75418
903-583-2222
www.majestic-theatres.com
Independently owned and family operated. First run films. Safe family
environment. Great for date night.

Aaron's
2000 N Hwy 121
Bonham, TX 75418
903-583-2427
www.aarons.com
Aaron's is a lease-to-own retailer. We focus on leases and retail sales of
furniture, electronics, appliances, and computers. Our number one goal
is customer satisfaction and helping all of our customers own their
dream products.

2015 STAR CHAMBER MEMBERS
GOLD MEMBERS
American Bank of Texas
Bonham Chrysler
Brookshire's Food Store

2015

Board of
Directors
OFFICERS
Randy Bowen, Chairman

Kelso Technologies, Inc.
Kevin Peterson, LLC
Legend Bank

Oncor
BRONZE MEMBERS
ATMOS Energy
Bonham Independent School District
Cable One

David Adams, Chair-Elect

Century 21 Harvey Properties

Angel Titsworth, Treasurer

Cigna - HealthSpring

Joni Naumann, Secretary

Clayton Homes
Cole Title Company

Custom Glass and Mirror

DIRECTORS

David Stanley Construction LLC

Kristy Agerlid

Fannin Bank

Beckie Farris
Mike Lane

Fannin County Leader
Fannin Federal Credit Union
Farm N' Home Casualty

Tim Mayo

Four Seasons Preferred Realty, LLC

Bill McCain

McClanahan & Holmes, LLP

Stephen Murden

Randy Pendergrass
John Ryan

McCraw Oil & Kwik Chek
North Texas Municipal Water District
Rent-a-Center
S&S Commercial Drywall, Inc.
Solid Ground Realtors

STAFF
Dale McQueen

Texcel Exploration
TMC Bonham Hospital
Tyrosys
Warrior Tire
Wise Funeral Home
Zealaday

Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce
JANUARY EVENT CALENDAR

Jan 9 - Sam Rayburn Day at Sam Rayburn House
Jan 7-10 - Bonham Trade Days

Jan 23-24 - Allen Bowles Gun Show at Multipurpose Complex

The Bonham Chamber of Commerce Website
and click the “Community Events” calendar
header for the entire Fannin County Community Calendar

