We listened to your response in the Survey, and have made this year’s “Event of the Year” more affordable for everyone. So, join us for an evening of celebration!
We have reduced the price of tickets this year to $40 for individuals or $70 per couple to make it easier on the pocketbook to enjoy a fabulous evening. We have also lowered the price on Company Tables (see Pg.14). (Continued Page 3)
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2009 - The Chamber Year In Review!

The Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce is extremely proud of its accomplishments in 2009. We are thankful for the continued support of our Membership, the Chamber Board, the extremely hardworking Chamber staff and the Bonham community. Even with the loss of our major funding this past
year, your Chamber and staff continued to function in a professional and efficient manner and provided the best of services to everyone.
Our last event in December was the Chamber's Christmas Parade that brought thousands of people to downtown Bonham to celebrate the Season.
There were record numbers of entries and the crowd and excitement exceeded all
expectations. We have been told that the restaurants and shops were flooded
after the parade.
The Chamber kicked off the year putting plans in motion to add a State
Championship BBQ Cook-Off to Autumn In Bonham and increase the attendance for this our biggest event. Those plans culminated in the first annual
“Brookshire’s Autumn In Bonham State Championship BBQ Cook-Off” which
was a huge success. As we continue to expand the activities and our exposure to the Metroplex, this event could be a major impact on tourism and the
economy of Fannin County.
The Chamber, in February, brought some 300 business people together to
Celebrate, Network, and to honor some very deserving people at their Annual
Banquet. The Chamber Membership named Beth Robertson 2008 Citizen of
the Year; Brookshire’s the 2008 Business of the Year; Craig Nichols the Public Servant of the Year; Keith Johnson as the Agriculturist of the Year; and Joe
Strong was honored as the 2008 Volunteer of the Year.
We assisted Members with holding 12 Network Nites events which gave
Members a chance to promote their business and to network to promote their
own business. An average of 75+ took advantage of those events each month.
(Continued Page 7)

Chamber Board Elects 2010 Officers

Jack Bonds, 2010 Chair

At their December meeting the Chamber Board of Directors elected Jack Bonds as
2010 Chairman, Kristi McCoy as Chairman
Elect, and Jeremy Morton as Treasurer.
Mandra Caplinger will serve as Past Chairman, completing the Executive Committee
of the Chamber. (Continued Page 3)

Relay ForLifeToHost January 26th NetworkNite

Join Us Tuesday, January 26th to Kick-off “Fannin County Relay for Life 2010" 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm at the Family Life
Center 200 W. 8th Street. Help “Kick-Off” this very important event that has become one of Fannin County’s best.
Join us and hear about plans for the 2010 Relay For Life and make plans to participate. You will also have some great
Networking opportunities.
For 2009, Relay for Life of Fannin County raised $78,000 that
will be used for research and the various support efforts sponsored
by the American Cancer Society. The purpose of Relay for Life is
to Celebrate the lives of people who have battled cancer, Remember loved ones lost to cancer and Fight Back in the hope that cancer will one day be eliminated.
Relay for Life is a nationwide community-based volunteer activity and 2010 marks the 26th year. In May 1985, Gordon Klatt,
M.D., took the first step of his 24-hour marathon around a Tacoma,
OFFICERS
Washington, track and raised $27,000 for the American Cancer SoJackie Bonds, Chairman
ciety.
Kristi McCoy, Chair-Elect
There are numerous forms of cancer and Fannin County has a
Jeremy Morton, Treasurer
Mandra Caplinger, Past Chair
large number of victims that are diagnosed each year. The emotional and financial suffering and
costs of dealing with cancer places many hardships
on individuals and families. With reDIRECTORS
search funded by volunteer donaJames Clark
Lisbeth
Echeandia
tions, every year there are many
Doug
Kopf
more survivors and the AmerJack Lipscomb
ican Cancer Society can proMelody Michaud
vide support to victims such as
Emogene Robertson
Road to Recovery which proMonica Sadler
Joe Ward
vides rides for patients to doctor
and treatment appointments and Reach for Recovery which provides support to breast cancer
ASSOCIATE
patients.
DIRECTORS
Funds are raised by Relay Teams that sponsor varCorby Alexander
ious fundraising activities such as suppers, car washes,
Judge Eileen Cox
silent auctions, t-shirt sales, and other creative ideas.
Sonny Cruse, Supt.
Relay Teams in Fannin County consist of
Richard Glaser, C.D.A.
Elizabeth May
churches, families, banks, hospitals, nursing homes,
and area businesses. The fundraising activities begin
STAFF
in August or September of each year and culminate
Bill Jones
Executive Director
with the 24-hour Relay Event which will be held FriKelly Presley
day, June 11, 2010 7:00 p.m. until Saturday, June 12,
Director of Membership
2010 7:00 a.m., at the Sam Rayburn Memorial Veterans Center Park.

2009
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Photos by Allen Rich

Gayle Smithey
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This year’s Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce Banquet & Ball will be a very special event. It will be an early celebration of Valentine’s Day, celebration of the ending of the “Recession” as well as celebrating another great year in
Bonham and Fannin County. An evening that will be the most fabulous evening you can give to your Sweetheart. You
can even share the evening with friends and or customers. Nowhere can you find a package this elaborate this affordable.
The evening will begin with a Wine & Cheese Reception at 6:00 p.m. at The Complex with free wine tasting courtesy
of Homestead Winery. This will also kick-off the Silent Auction. This year, Homestead Winery will have a wine tasting,
and wine sales booth set-up for your enjoyment. It will also feature wine by the bottle or glass, and “winaritas”.
We will then begin the Banquet at 7:00 p.m. with a special opening, and then sit down to a fabulous hand-carved
Cappy’s Prime Rib or Chicken dinner. We will honor The Chamber Directors, The Volunteer of the Year, The Public
Servant of the Year, The Business of the Year, and The Citizen of the Year for 2009 with some special entertainment
mixed in. A Silent Auction will also be held throughout the evening with some real bargains on some great items. “Sounds
like The Event of Year to me”!
We have even lowered the prices so everyone can afford this fabulous evening. After Five dress is optional, but
come dressed as you feel comfortable with.
Check the inserted flyer and order form to reserve your place this year at “The Event Of The Year” and come celebrate with us.

Chamber Looking For
Deserving
People
To
Honor
ChamberBoard Elects 2010Officers
Don’t Miss
This One!

Bonds is the owner of El Dorado Jewelry & Loan and
Mama Murriel’s Doll Museum, and he served as Chairman
Elect last year. McCoy is the office manager of Dr. Craig
McCoy, D.P.M., and she served as Treasurer last year. Morton is the Manager of Brookshire’s, and he is serving his
first year on the Board. Caplinger is the owner of Cappy’s
Cafe, and served as the Chairman of the Board last year.
Others serving on the 2010 Board of Directors are:
James Clark of Wire & Plastic Machinery; Lisbeth Echeandia of PDQ Communications; Doug Kopf of Ikon Office Solutions; Jack Lipscomb of United Country Lipscomb Realty;
Melody Michaud of Texcel Exploration, Inc; Emogene
Robertson of Miss Jeanie’s Family Hair Care; Monica
Sadler-McMurray of Cutting Edge Medical; and Joe Ward,
Chairman Republican Party of Fannin County.
Serving as Associate Directors are: Corby Alexander,
Bonham City Manager; Sonny Cruse, BISD Superintendent; Richard Glaser, Fannin Co. Criminal District Attorney;
and Elizabeth May of American Bank of Texas.

The Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce & Economic Development is
looking for some deserving people to recognize. We are looking for deserving people to receive the Citizen of the Year, Business of the Year, and
Public Servant of the Year Awards for 2009. The recipients will be recognized at the Chamber’s Annual Banquet in February.
Nomination forms for the various awards are inserted in this Newsletter, so
be thinking of people you think are deserving of these awards, and nominate
them. The nominations should be for service preformed during the 2009
year.
We are trying to award people for their service and dedication to a better
Bonham Area the previous year and not for things they did 10 years ago.
Deadline for nomination forms to be returned to The Chamber is January
9, 2009.
Help us find the best people for each of these awards this year. Make sure
you get your nomination in by the deadline so it can be reviewed by the committee.
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INQUIRY REPORT

During the month of December, the Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce has professionally handled 368 Inquiry Calls, 89 Administrative Calls, and 183 Walk-ins. We sent out
4 Tourism Packets, 7 Relocation Packets, and 2 Demographics. The total number of referrals
from the Chamber's website business directory this period was 1,824 and each day there was
an average of 41 referrals from the Chamber's Website directory.
The summary of the top three categories referred most often this period from the Chamber's Website were the following: Home Health Care Agency, Accommodations, and Candles, Cards and Specialty Gifts.
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Free Go Red Heart Health Screenings to be Held January 27th

Approximately every 25 seconds, an American will suffer a coronary event and about every minute someone dies from one. According to the American Heart Association, an estimated 80 million American adults (one in every three) have some type of cardiovascular
disease and less than half of them are estimated to 60 or older. Heart disease is the largest single killer of American males and females.
Yet, with screening and a commitment to healthier lifestyles, Americans have a good chance of improving the odds.
The risk factors most indicative of the possibility of development of heart disease are increased blood cholesterol, high blood pressure,
smoking cigarettes, obesity, diabetes mellitus, and a family history of heart disease, but even someone with none of these indicators should
consistently monitor their health and remain mindful of the possibility of development of cardiac issues.
For years, heart disease was thought to be a predominantly male oriented health problem, however; women are particularly vulnerable as heart disease is the leading cause of death among women. Figures indicate that a 50 year old woman stands a 46% chance, almost
1 in 2, of contracting coronary artery disease and a 31% chance of dying from that disease. Contrast that with a 10% chance of contracting breast cancer and a 3% risk of dying from that disease. Statistics also show that approximately 55,000 more women than men suffer
a stroke every year. Women would also be wise to pay close attention to their heart health.
On Wednesday, January 27th from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m., Grayson Home Health, with assistance from Home Hospice of Grayson County
and TAPS, will provide free heart health screenings as a part of Go Red! An event sponsored by the Texoma Health Foundation.
These screenings require participants to fast prior
to the screening and will be held in the Elizabeth May
Room of American Bank of Texas, 120 Sam Rayburn
in Bonham.
Debbie Burchfield, COO of Grayson Home Health,
Inc. states, “Grayson Home Health supports the education provided by the sponsors of Go Red and the
efforts of the American Heart Association to promote
the health issues associated with women’s cardiovascular health. We believe in sharing our knowledge
Keeping up with the times, The Chamber is having a huge sale on its and services with our community to assist in educaproducts that can help you increase your business. We have put to- tion, screening and follow up. Our vision is to emgether 4 packages of Member Benefit Service that the Chamber offers power women to become educated regarding health
and have reduced the price by half or more so you can test how effec- issues and to ensure access to CPR classes is available to all in our community.” Anyone who needs
tive they are in attracting customers to your business.
transportation to the screening location should call
“We have been getting great results out of our Broadcast Emails”
TAPS at 1-800-256-0911 at least 24 hours prior to the
said Cappy’s Cafe.
event to schedule a free ride.
“We even run coupons occasionally just to make sure we are getting
The health screens to be given include tests for
response, and we always get lots of the coupons back in as testimony blood sugar, cholesterol levels, blood pressure and
that the emails are getting us customers,” said Mandra Caplinger of other factors that are indicative of heart health, and
should be done prior to eating anything on the mornCappy’s Cafe.
ing
of the test. A nurse practitioner will be on-site to
“We have put together, what we think are, the most effective packprovide counseling regarding the results and a result
ages of Member Services that will certainly bring customers to your
sheet will be provided so that participants can probusiness. We have discounted them the try to get our Members ac- vide their personal physician with the results.
quainted with the services we have to help them generate business so
Go Red for Women! is sponsored by the Texoma
they can more effectively include them in their marketing plans in fu- Health Foundation as part of a campaign by the Heart
ture years,” said Chamber Exec. Bill Jones. “Once they try them, we Association to raise awareness of the risks and issue
think we will have a customer for a long time to come, because they associated with heart disease and to increase access to
screenings and information aimed at prevention. This
work,” Jones added.
year, the Texoma Health Foundation will hold the
Please review the packages and pricing in the inserted flyer and get
third annual Go Red luncheon at Tanglewood Resort
started today on your way to attracting new customers to your business. on Friday, February 5th. Tickets or sponsorship inUsing these packages will also help us create more Member to Mem- formation is available from Michele Daniel at THF,
ber buying which we have been trying to do for years.
(903)337-0755. Along with the January 27th screening
in Bonham, additional screenings are scheduled
Don’t delay, get started now, so you can take full advantage of these
for
Whitesboro on 1/12/10; Denison on 1/26/10;
services at these ridiculous “get acquainted” prices. There is a package
Grayson County College on 3/23/10; and prior to the
of services priced to fit every budget.
Go Red luncheon at Tanglewood on 2/5/10. For adSome of the packages have discounted Banquet Tickets included, so
ditional information about the screenings, please call
act now so you can attend this year’s event almost free.
Grayson Home Health at 903-891-1613.
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(See Flyer Insert for More Details)

2009 - The Chamber Year In Review!
(Continued From Page 1)
The Chamber signed up 21 New Members during 2009. 14 of those were new businesses that the Chamber had assisted in locating or re-locating
in Bonham creating almost 90 new jobs. (names available upon request) The Chamber also held Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies for about 20 different businesses celebrating their opening or new locations etc. during the year.
The Chamber was responsible for renting facilities at the Multi-Purpose Complex 81 days during 2009 bringing approximately 70,000 folks into Bonham and the surrounding areas. Many stayed more than one day, and many of them were from out-of-town and came to Bonham for the first time. Most
of them spent money in Bonham for gas, catering, food, lodging, and shopping etc. They made a huge economic impact on Bonham during 2009. The
Chamber even set-up a bus run from the Complex into 3 different stops in Bonham and back hourly during the Autumn In Bonham festivities to give
participants and attendees an easy way to come into town, spend money, and attend our attractions.
We spent about $15,000 advertising, in statewide publications, the events in Bonham, the Chamber’s and others. This included sponsoring a Billboard on Hwy. 82 promoting attractions, shopping, and overnight stay in Bonham until funds ran out. We also attended 26 similar events promoting
Autumn In Bonham and the BBQ Cook-Off. Budget constraints kept us from finishing the job we wanted to do.
One of the most important things the Chamber did in 2009 was to answer 41,360 inquiries about Bonham. These were inquires that came to us over
the phone, through the mail, walk-ins, and through our web site. Where possible we refered them to Chamber Member businesses. These inquiries resulted in us mailing out 1,364 tourism packets, 92 relocation packets and 33 demographic packets to businesses interested in the Bonham Area. Most
of them we were able to answer their questions over the phone or in person. We had 3,677 people walk into the Chamber seeking information. 27,661
people accessed information about the area and looked for Chamber Member businesses on our web site.
In addition to all the inquiries, we handed out over 150 phone books to newcomers, passed out 3,000 maps, and distributed over 12,000 Visitor
Guides/Image Magazines through the Chamber office, at the Complex, various businesses in town, and through the State Visitor Centers. We had a very
busy year “Doing What People Think Just Happen”, but these things are very important to the City and Chamber Members who receive most of the
referrals. Most of these inquiries turn into sales figures.
The Chamber also organized an effective and successful “Fannin County Day In Austin” during the 2009 Legislative Session. About 50 people from
Fannin County went to Austin and visited with our Legislators and others to remind them there was a Fannin County, and that we needed their help on
numerous projects. It was again a very successful trip, and we did receive help from our Legislators on many projects throughout the year and in years
to come.
On the Economic Development scene the Chamber also had a very busy year. We worked with 35 new or existing prospects throughout the year
that was, or is, interested in putting a new business in the Bonham/Fannin County Area. We told you earlier that 14 of these prospects actually opened
a new business in 2009. We continue to work with many of these who are still trying to make decisions or has been held up for one reason or the other.
“Economic Development is a process that can sometimes take years to finalize a decision, or it can take a few months. You just stay with it and continue to encourage them that Bonham/Fannin County is the place they want to be and we can meet their needs,” said Chamber executive Director Bill
Jones. ‘Sometimes it can even be very frustrating, but you don’t give up until they make a decision to locate somewhere else. Then you continue to encourage them to think about Bonham/Fannin County for future expansion,” Jones added.
A prime example of this is Braum’s. We have been working with Braum’s for three years trying to find them a location for a new store. This year
we finally completed our job and located them on Hwy. 121 on City property which brought $275,000 directly into the City coffers not counting the increased sales tax the new store will bring and the increased property taxes. Braum’s will be putting a new 5,000 + square foot store with an expanded
“Fresh Market” in this new location next year.
We have worked with prospects who are looking to locate everything in Bonham/Fannin County from Retail/ Service Businesses to Manufacturing/Production Businesses. We can’t give out a lot of details about most of them because of the request for confidentiality. We continue, into the 3rd
year, to work with LS Power in trying to clear all the permits to build a $2 Billion natural gas powered electric generating plant in West Fannin County.
The process has been slowed some by an objection from Luminate Energy on their discharge water permit. Construction was hoped to be started late
in 2009, but now looks like mid-2010. We are working with them and Luminant to try to work out an agreeable discharge process. They will bring about
1,500 construction workers into the area for a year to 18 months during construction and employee 60-75 people when completed.
We also continue to assist North Texas Municipal Water District in their attempt to permit and build Lower Bois D’Arc Reservoir which has already
secured over half of the land needed for the lake and 3/4 of the land needed for mitigation. The permitting process could continue for 2-4 more years
though.
Five of the new businesses we assisted with their 2009 opening were located in Downtown Bonham which is getting harder to do because of new
City Codes and building conditions.
The Chamber worked with TXDOT on numerous projects. We were very helpful in getting the new 121 Toll Road named the “Sam Rayburn Tollway” with your help, and we helped The Complex get two new directional signs for the Complex on Hwy 56 and FM87.
The Chamber also organized and conducted a very successful Autumn In Bonham that brought huge crowds to the area and created an economic impact upon the area. A Christmas Parade that exceeded all expectations for 2009, and filled Downtown Bonham with thousands of people who flooded
the restaurants and shops afterwards.
While accomplishing all this, the Chamber also managed to operate the Visitor Center very successfully, and kept it open for numerous weekend events
both downtown and elsewhere. The Chamber continuing to operate the Visitor Center is still in negotiations.
We think we did a lot for the area and, especially, our Members during 2009! Many of the things we accomplished are not even listed, but we hope
to continue working for you for the betterment of the area and your business for years to come. Your continued support is becoming even more important to our success since all outside funds have been taken away, and we look forward to updating you on our planned activities and successes in 2010.

Thank You For Your Support In The Past & The Future!
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Dugan Curtis Takes On Project To Update
Bonham City Welcome Sign On Hwy.121

Dugan Curtis of Brazos Construction, former Chamber Director, Citizen of the Year, and long time Bonham advocate
took on the project of replacing the outdated
“Welcome To Bonham: sign at the intersection
of Highways 121 & 56 recently.
It became a lot bigger project than I ever
thought,” Dugan said about the project.
Curtis has been working on this project for
months now getting a design together, clearing
the project with TXDOT, and trying to raise
funds to fund the project.
He started with $100 donations from Mayor
Floyd, City Manager Alexander, Red River
Regional Hospital, and himself. Just when it
looked like he was going to have to fund the
remaining of the $800 he estimated as the cost,
donations of help and material started pouring
in from Kwal Paint, Mike, Lamar, and Bud
Hagerty, Bonham Concrete, Gerald Bunch,
Jered Hicks, Steve Blain, The Creative Arts
On Friday, December 18, 2009 Northeast Medical Center Home Health hosted a Ribbon Cutting celebrating their new location in Bonham. They are now located at 2001
Center, Deloris Clemons, and Pat Hilliard.
North Center Street, Bonham. Bonham Chamber Chair-Elect Jack Bonds presented
Construction of the sign has begun and
Jon Sisk and staff with a ceremonial certificate. For more information on Northeast
Dugan hopes to have a ribbon cutting in JanuMedical Center Home Health call (903) 583-3606, their nurses are your neighbors!
ary.
A great big THANKS to Dugan for a much
brighter Welcome to Bonham!

Concrete work has begun on the new Welcome To Bonham Sign. Mike, Lamar and
Bud Hagerty helped Dugan pour the concrete base for the sign before the Holidays.
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Calendar Of Events
Check www.bonhamchamber.com/events
For Up Coming Events. There Are Lots!
January 6, 2010
Sam Rayburn Memorial Day Celebration at the
Sam Rayburn House Museum
Wednesday, January 6th
Refreshments will be served from
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
In Honor of Sam Rayburn Day the House Museum tours
will be free of charge all day
For more information contact the
Sam Rayburn House
(903) 583-5558.

January 7 - 10, 2010
Bonham Trade Days
Thursday, January 7th - Sunday, January 10th
7:00 am - 7:00 pm
Fort Inglish Park
Hwy 56 & Hwy 121
For more information contact the Bonham Chamber at
(903) 583-4811.

January 12, 2010
Fannin County Relay For Life
Team Captain Meeting
Tuesday, January 12th
6:00 pm
Chamber of Commerce
327 N. Main
For more information contact Beverly Herndon at
(903) 227-2988.

February 4 - 7, 2010
Bonham Trade Days
Thursday, February 4th - Sunday, February 7th
7:00 am - 7:00 pm
Fort Inglish Park
Hwy 56 & Hwy 121
For more information contact the Bonham Chamber at
(903) 583-4811.

February 6, 2010
Bonham Area Chamber Banquet & Ball
Saturday, February 6th
Fannin County Multi-Purpose Complex
HWY 56 & FM 87
For more information contact the
Bonham Area Chamber at (903) 583-4811.

February 20, 2010
Fannin County Sports Hall of Fame
17th Annual Banquet
Saturday, February 20th
6:30 pm
Bailey Inglish Auditorium
For more information contact Royce Smithey at

February 27, 2010
Fannin County Family Crisis Center
Fundraiser
Saturday, February 27th
For more information contact the
Fannin County Family Crisis Center at (903) 583-7694.

January 26, 2010
Fannin County Relay For Life
Kick-off Event
Network Nites
Tuesday, January 26th
5:30 pm
Team Members, Survivors, Caregivers,
Everyone Welcome
Family Life Center
200 W.8th Street
For more information contact
Beverly Herndon at
(903) 227-2988.

January 27, 2010
Go Red! Fighting Back Against Heart Disease
Receive a FREE Heart Check-up
Wednesday, January 27th
8:00 am - 10:00 am
Elizabeth May Room, American Bank of Texas
120 W. Sam Rayburn
Free Transportation available from TAPS by calling
800-256-0911 at least 24 hours in advance.
For more information call (903) 868-9315.
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March 4 - 7, 2010
Bonham Trade Days
Thursday, March 4th - Sunday, March 7th
7:00 am - 7:00 pm
Fort Inglish Park
Hwy 56 & Hwy 121
For more information contact the Bonham Chamber at
(903) 583-4811.

2009 Christmas Parade Best Yet!

The 2009 Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce 2009 Christmas Parade was a huge success, thanks to all
those who participated. Some 65 units participated in the 2009 Parade, with a great variety of bands, floats, cars,
horses, and walking participants. A huge crowd braved the Christmas chill to view the parade through downtown Bonham. They then filled the area restaurants and shops.
“We have been striving to enhance the quality of the Christmas Parade, and we certainly reached a milestone
this year. Kelly Presley did a great job organizing the parade, and every entry made a special effort to decorate
their floats the best ever,” said Bill Jones, Chamber Executive. “We want to thank everyone who played a part
in the 2009 Christmas Parade for making it the best one in recent years,” Jones went on to say.
Winners in this year’s Parade Non-Commercial Division were: 1st Place was awarded to the Eskue Family;
2nd Place went to Cub Scouts Pack #54, and 3rd Place went to Bethlehem Baptist Church.
Winners in this year’s Commercial Division were: 1st Place was awarded to Clyde Cosper State Veterans
Home; 2nd Place went to The Carleton House Bed & Breakfast; and 3rd Place went to Bonham Hardware.
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Chamber Board Minutes
The Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors met on Wednesday, December 9, 2009
at 4:00 p.m. at the Elizabeth May Room at the American Bank of Texas with the following members
present:
VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT: Jack Bonds, James Clark, Monica Sadler, Doug Kopf, Melody Michaud,
Emogene Robertson, Joe Ward, Jeremy Morton and Kristi McCoy.
VOTING MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: Mandra Caplinger, Lisa Seigler, David Conejo, Brenda McCraw, Lisbeth Echeandia, and Jack Lipscomb.
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS PRESENT: Richard Glaser, Elizabeth May, and Sonny Cruse.
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS NOT PRESENT: Corby Alexander, and Judge Eileen Cox.
GUEST : Tom Turner
STAFF: Bill Jones, Executive Director; Kelly Presley, Membership Director
CALL TO ORDER : Jack Bonds called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING : The minutes of the November 2009 meeting were
presented for approval. Melody Michaud made the motion to approve the minutes as presented, Kristi
McCoy seconded the motion, and the motion was approved unanimously.
REVIEW OF FINANCIALS : Kristi McCoy reported the financials for the month of November. Bill Jones
reported that we need to generate more money to pull out of debit. Bill also reported that in a typical year
for the Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce, we show a profit only four or five months of the year and the
rest of the time shows a loss. Bill reported that this is due to cash flow.
ELECT 2010 OFFICERS: Jack Bonds presented the 2010 slate of officers as the following: Jack Bonds,
Chair; Kristi McCoy, Chair-Elect; and Jeremy Morton, Treasurer. Joe Ward made the motion to approve the
slate as presented, James Clark seconded the motion, and the motion was approved unanimously.
VISITOR CENTER OPERATION UPDATE: Jack Bonds reported to the board that he and Melody Michaud
attended the BEDCO meeting held on Monday, December 7, 2009. Jack reported that Emily Porter hand
delivered a BEDCO letter right before tonight’s meeting started stating the information discussed from the
BEDCO meeting. After discussion, Melody Michaud made a motion to vacate the premises by December 31,
2009. Miss Jeanie seconded the motion. Jack Bonds, Monica Sadler, Joe Ward, Doug Kopf, James Çlark,
and Kristi McCoy opposed. Motion failed.
Joe Ward suggests the Chamber Board respond to the letter advising BEDCO that we are able to meet all
requirements except having the City tourism committee operate the front desk and phones. Richard Glaser
made the motion to write a letter to BEDCO. Doug Kopf seconded the motion, and the motion was approved
unanimously.
THANK BRENDA McCRAW AND DAVID CONEJO FOR THEIR SERVICE:
MEMBERSHIP REPOR T : Kelly Presley reported the December Network Nites will be hosted by El Dorado
Jewelry and Loan on Thursday, December 17, 2009. Kelly reported that The Ribbonn Labb and Bonham
Apartments have become members. (Continued Page 15)
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Chamber Board Minutes
(Continued From Page 13)

TASK FORCE REPOR TS: No Reports

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR REPOR TS: No Reports
ADJOURNED : Melody Michaud made the motion to adjourn at 5:53 p.m. Richard Glaser seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. The next Bonham Chamber board meeting
will be on Wednesday, January 13, 2010 at the Elizabeth May Room at the American Bank of Texas.

ShopChamberMembers First!

15

