
We listened, and have made this year’s “Event of the Year” more afford-
able for everyone. So, join us for an evening of celebration!
We have reduced the price of tickets this year to $40 for individuals or

$70 per couple to make it easier on the pocketbook to enjoy a fabulous
evening. We have also lowered the price on Company Tables. (see flyer in-
sert)
This year’s BonhamArea Chamber of Commerce Banquet & Ball will be

a very special event. It will be an early celebration of Valentine’s Day, cele-
bration of the ending of the “Recession” as well as celebrating another great
year in Bonham and Fannin County. An evening that will be the most fabu-
lous evening you can give to your Sweetheart. You can even share
the evening with friends and or customers. Nowhere can you find
a package this elaborate this affordable.

(Continued page 7)

An Update On Lower Bois
D’ Arc Reservoir Subject Of
December 17th Luncheon
The Lower Bois D’Arc Creek Reservoir could be the most

important thing that has ever happened to Fannin County. You
need to know how it could impact your business, and if and
when it is really going to happen at all.

Friday, December 17, 2010 you will
have an opportunity to find out just
where is this project, what road blocks
are still ahead, when construction is
planning to start, and even if it is.
All that information will be available

at a luncheon from noon until 1:30 pm
at Shumardii’s Restaurant & Bar when
Deputy Director Mike Rickman comes
to update us on this important project.

(Continued Page 7)

Chamber Looking
For Deserving

People To Honor

Volume 12� Edition 12 � December 2010

The Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce &
Economic Development is looking for some de-
serving people to recognize. We are looking for
deserving people to receive the Citizen of theYear,
Business of the Year, and Public Servant of the
Year Awards for 2010. The recipients will be rec-
ognized at the Chamber’s Annual Banquet in Feb-
ruary.

Nomination forms for the various awards are
inserted in this Newsletter, so be thinking of peo-
ple you think are deserving of these awards, and
nominate them.

(Continued Page 7)

Mike Rickman
Deputy Director

NTMWD



Thursday, December 16, 2010 will mark the 7th Anniversary of “Network Nites” and we are having a Christmas Party hosted
by El Dorado Jewelry & Loan to celebrate. The event will be from 5:30 pm until 7:00 pm, and there will lots of great food, bever-
age, entertainment and gifts that will even include Diamond Rings. Plan to come early and stay late to
enjoy all that will be going on at this celebration. See the enclosed RSVP sheet and sign-up now. It will
all be happening at El Dorado Jewelry & Loan at 2005 Center Street.
El Dorado Jewelry & Loan was conceived with over fifty years of experience in the pawn industry

and born as a Sirolli project demolishing an uninhabitable
house, building a new building creating tax base for the com-
munity while offering a quality product for the consumers of
Fannin County. We are dedicated to the creation of jobs and
being an asset to our community. We envision Center Street,
one of our most utilized streets, to become a revitalized area
with new businesses found lining the street and we are proud
of our contribution.
Most people have seen the new History Channel television

sensation onMonday nights “Pawn Stars”. If you have not seen
the program it would be a good thing to tune in on this Monday; it is Antique Roadshow meets pawn
shop. It has a cast of characters and their endeavors meeting and taking care of people within a pawn shop
in Las Vegas. This is you opportunity to see Bonham’s
own pawn stars and visit listening to stories and hap-
pening within the walls of El Dorado Jewelry &Loan.
This month, at the Bonham Chamber of Commerce

Network Nites, is your ticket to go into El Dorado Jew-
elry & Loan and checkout for yourself the quality both
in merchandise and people. Mary Anderson, our man-
ager, goes to great length to assure customer satisfac-
tion and keep a clean store. We have several specialties
but jewelry seems to be the favorite of customers and
Mary and Monica Sorrels, our assistant manager, enjoy
placing a diamond in a good home. MarkWarren finds
his home in the firearms section and if there was an award for most friendly person in the company he
would be a winner hands down; but do not speak to him if you do not have at least thirty minutes to ded-
icate to idle conversation. Often you will find a guitar player in the south side of the building as the wall
is littered with stringed instruments awaiting an artist or an aspiring player. The only complaint I have
ever heard about that section of the store is there are too many varied choices and people become con-
fused as to which one they want to take home.

If you want to purchase merchandise but do
not want to spend your whole twenty in one
place we offer a one year interest free lay-a-
way. Not only are we the essential department
store but we offer cash loans on merchandise
for the convenience of our customers. Our busi-
ness is like everyone else's as most of our loans
are repeat loans with repeat customers just as
are sales. We at El Dorado Jewelry & Loan
hope you join us for the Network Nite the six-
teenth of December and become what we like to
refer to as a regular; they are our favorites.
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The 2010 Christmas Parade committee has chosen “A Cowboy Christmas” as the theme of their
Friday, December 10th Parade this year, and are planning a “Chili Supper” and real “Cowboy Music
Show” immediately after the Parade. The Chili Supper will be held at LH Rather Jr. High Cafeteria,
and the show will be next door at the Auditorium at 1200 N. Main.
The Parade will begin at 6 pm and the Chili Supper will begin immediately after the Parade. The

Music Show will begin at 7:30 pm. The cost of advanced tickets for the Chili Supper and Show will be
$10 for adults and $5 for children under 12. Children under 6 will be free.
Ticket prices at the door will be $12 for adults and $7 for children under 12. Children under 6 will

be free. Advance tickets will be available at the Chamber and other locations in November.
“This will be a real Cowboy Music Show and we have lined up 10 of the top professional “Cowboy”

entertainers for this event,” said show coordinator Royce Smithey, who will also be one of the enter-
tainers. “ These are cowboy musicians who travel all over the country performing at shows like this,”
Smithey said. “We are proud and honored to have them in Bonham.” he added.
The list of entertainer for the show are:Devon Dawson & Outlaw Jessie, Allan Chapman,

“RodeoKate” Chapman–WMA Instrumentalist of the Year, Buck “The BigMan” Hel-
ton, Judy James, Bob Miller, Stan Mahler , Teresa Burleson, and Royce Smithey.
If you are a Cowboy Music fan you will recognize that these are some of the tops in the field.
We will be producing a program for the Music Show and you have an opportunity to get an ad in

the program and receive some tickets to resale or give away at your business. Call Bill at the Cham-
ber @ 903-583-4811 to find out more about this great opportunity. Watch your email for more about
this chance to get extra promotion.
Of course, the Parade will feature some great floats, bands and units all decorated in the “Cowboy

Christmas” theme. You can start planning your float entry for the Parade now with the “Cowboy
Christmas” theme in mind, and mark Friday, December 10, 2010 on your Calendar as a full evening
of fun, food, and entertainment.

“This is a really great opportunity for us in Fannin County to be able to have this caliber of en-
tertainment. We owe a great big THANK YOU to Royce Smithey who has been traveling around the
country himself for many years performing at these Cowboy Shows. His association and friendship
with these top entertainers has allowed us to bring them to Bonham to make the Christmas Parade
evening one to remember at an affordable price,” said Chamber Executive, Bill Jones.
“Let’s make sure we have a great turnout to this event to show our appreciation to these wonderful

entertainers who have given of their time and talent to help make this event possible,” added Jones.
If you plan to participate in the Parade, you will find an entry form enclosed

in this Newsletter. Please fill it out and return it to the Chamber soon, so we
can start planning the parade.
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INQUIRY REPORTINQUIRY REPORT
During the month of October the BonhamArea Chamber of Commerce has profession-

ally handled 672 Inquiry Calls, 97 Administrative Calls, and 258 Walk-ins. We sent out 6
Tourism Packets, 16 Relocation Packets, and 0 Demographics. We also handled 117 calls
about Special Events. The total number of referrals from the Chamber's website business di-
rectory this period was 2,563 and each day there was an average of 62 referrals from the Cham-
ber's Website directory.
The summary of the top three categories referred most often this period from the Cham-

ber's Website were the following: Events, Accommodations, and Restaurants.
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The evening will begin with a Wine & Cheese Reception at 6:00 p.m. at The Complex with free wine tasting courtesy of Home-
steadWinery. This will also kick-off the SilentAuction. This year, HomesteadWinery will have a wine tasting, and wine sales booth
set-up for your enjoyment. It will also feature wine by the bottle or glass, and “winaritas”.
We will then begin the Banquet at 7:00 p.m. with a special opening, and then sit down to a fabulous hand-carved

Cappy’s Prime Rib or Chicken dinner. We will honor The Chamber Directors, The Volunteer of the Year, The Public
Servant of the Year, The Business of the Year, and The Citizen of the Year for 2010 with some special entertainment
mixed in. ASilentAuction will also be held throughout the evening with some real bargains on some great items. “Sounds
like The Event of Year to me”!
We have even lowered the prices so everyone can afford this fabulous evening. After Five dress is optional, but come

dressed as you feel comfortable with.
Check the inserted flyer and order form to reserve your place this year at “The Event Of The Year” and come cele-

brate with us.

An Update On Lower Bois D’ Arc Creek Reservoir
Subject Of December 17th Chamber Luncheon

Rickman will bring us up to date on where the project stands today, and what is left to do before construction starts. He will also
give us some timelines when everything should start and be finished for the project. He will also try to answer your questions.

You need to attend and get answers so you can prepare for the economic impact the Lake will bring. An R.S.V.P. form is inserted
into this Newsletter. Please fill it out and get it back to us by Thursday, December 16, 2010. The price for the luncheon, which in-
clude a meal and the presentation, will be $20 for Chamber Members and $25 for Non-Members.

Mike Rickman is the Deputy Director of the North Texas Municipal Water
District (District) and has been employed with the District since October
2002. Mr. Rickman is directly responsible for the following District depart-
ments:
• Water Treatment and Delivery
• Water Quality and Environmental Services
• Information Technology
• Maintenance Services
• Real Estate and Property Acquisition

The District was created in the 1950’s to provide wholesale treated water
to the areas north and east of Dallas. The District has added wastewater
treatment and solid waste disposal services in its service area. The District’s
current service area covers approximately 2,000 square miles and continues
to grow. The District provides service to approximately 1.6 million residents
in the North Texas area, including the City of Bonham.

Prior to joining the District, Mike was employed by the City of Dallas
Water Utilities Department for 33 years. He retired from Dallas in 2002 as
the Assistant Director of Water Operations. In this capacity, Mike was re-
sponsible for the daily operation of a system that provided water to the citi-
zens of Dallas and 19 surrounding cities.

Chamber Looking
For Deserving

People To Honor
(Continued From Page 1)

The nominations should be for service preformed
during the 2009 year.
We are trying to award people for their service

and dedication to a better BonhamArea the previ-
ous year and not for things they did 10 years ago.

Deadline for nomination forms to be returned
to The Chamber is January 7, 2011.

Help us find the best people for each of these
awards this year. Make sure you get your nomina-
tion in by the deadline so it can be reviewed by the
committee.
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Bonham, Texas: Tuesday November 23, 2010 The Chamber held a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Jones Field to assist the City of Bon-
ham in commemorating the completion of a new Taxiway at the Airport. The new Taxiway was recently completed to help accommo-
date the increase in traffic at Jones Field
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A good crowd heard “What To Expect In In 2011 Texas Legislative Session” from Representative Larry Phillips during a Novem-
ber 19th Chamber Luncheon. If you didn’t attend, you should have, to here what he had to say about the impact the Budget could
make on us.
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Calendar Of Events
Check www.bonhamchamber.com/events
For Up Coming Events. There Are Lots!

December 9 - 12, 2010
Bonham Trade Days

Thursday, December 9th - Sunday, December 12th
Fort Inglish Park
Hwy 56 & Hwy 121

For more information contact the Bonham Chamber at
(903) 583-4811.

December 10, 2010
"A Cowboy Christmas"
Christmas Parade
Friday, December 10th

6:00 pm
Fannin County Family Crisis Center's

Parade of Houses Drawing
(at the parade)

For more information contact the Bonham Chamber of
(903)583-4811.

December 10, 2010
Santa in the Garden
Friday, December 10th
6;30 pm - 8:30 pm
Creative Arts Center
200 West 5th Street

For more information call
(903)640-2196.

December 10, 2010
"A Cowboy Christmas"

Chili Supper & Cowboy Music Show
Friday, December 10th

6:30 Chili & 7:30 pm Music Show
Main Street Auditorium

1200 N. Main
Tickets in Advance $10 Adults $5 Children under 12

Kids under 6 FREE
For more information contact the Bonham Chamber of

(903)583-4811.

December 12, 2010
Paintball Tournament
Sunday, December 12th

All day
Bonham National Guard Armory
For more information contact
the Bonham Fire Department

at (903)583-3731.

December 16, 2010
7th Anniversary Networks Nite

Hosted by: El Dorado Jewelry & Loan
Thursday, December 16th

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM
2005 N. Center Street

For more information contact the Bonham Chamber
at (903) 583-4811.

December 16, 2010
Holiday Open House

Sam Rayburn House Museum &
Sam Rayburn Library
Thursday, December 16th

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Enjoy tours of the house museum, treats and holiday decor.

For more information call (903)583-5558 or
email marion.wilson@thc.state.tx.us.

December 17, 2010
Chamber Luncheon

Update on Lower Bois D'Arc Creek Reservoir
Friday, December 17th

Noon - 1:30 pm
Shumardii’s Restaurant & Bar

For more information contact the Bonham Chamber at (903)
583-4811.

December 18, 2010
Holiday Open House

Sam Rayburn House Museum &
Sam Rayburn Library
Saturday, December 18th

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Enjoy tours of the house museum, treats and holiday decor.

For more information call (903)583-5558 or
email marion.wilson@thc.state.tx.us.

December 23, 2010
Cookies with Santa
Bring your camera!

Legend Bank
Thursday, December 23rd

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
502 N. Center

For more information call Legend Bank
at (903)583-2163.

Let The Chamber
Help Promote Your

Next Event
Call 903-583-4811

or
email your information

to
bonhamchamber@cableone.net

Also Announced on
“Chamber Chatter” each

Wednesday Morning at 9:05 am
on KFYN 1420 AM



12



Chamber Board Minutes
Minutes of the Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce

Board of Directors,
Wednesday, October 13, 2010

Voting Members Present: James Clark, Doug Kopf, Melody Michaud, Jack Bonds, Hosea Montague, Jared
Besch, Jeannie Robertson, Jeremy Morton, Milton Glenn

Voting Members Not Present: Terry Floyd, Mandra Caplinger, Jack Lipscomb, Joe Ward

Associate Members Present: Elizabeth May, Judge Lauri Blake, Judge Eileen Cox

Associate Members Not Present: Kirk McMurray, Sonny Cruse, Corby Alexander, Patti Hicks

Staff: Bill Jones

The meeting was called to order at 4:05pm by Jack Bonds. The motion was made by Doug Kopf to approve
the September minutes. Motion was 2nd and carried. Treasurer’s report was given by Jeremy Morton and ap-
proved for audit.

Bill Jones announced that Jeremy Morton was being transferred to the Midlothian Brookshire’s. We will need
to replace him as Chair Elect.

The motion was made by Melody Michaud to remove Terry Floyd from the board due to absences. The motion
was 2nd and carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:50pm.

Melody Michaud
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Shop Chamber Members First!



Upcoming

“Network Nites”
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November 18, 2010
Legend Bank
503 N. Center

Bonham TX 75418
903-583-2163

.

December 16, 2010
El Dorado Jewelry & Loan

2005 N. Center
Bonham TX 75418
903-583-0963

January 11, 2011
Relay For Life

Kickoff
Location TBA

January 20, 2011
Fannin County Special

2620 N. Center STE. 103
Bonham TX 75418
903-583-3556

February 12, 2011
Chamber Banquet

March 24, 2011
Forerunner Christian

Academy
1500 N. Kennedy
Bonham TX 75418
903-436-4166

April 21, 2011
FC Children’s Center

112 W. 5th St.
Bonham TX 75418
903-583-4339

June 16, 2011
Creative Arts Center

200 W. 5th ST.
Bonham TX 75418
903-640-2196

Call Today
To Book Your 2011
“Network Nite”
903-583-4811



AD SIZE DIMENSIONS MONTHLY 3 MONTHS 6 MONTHS

Quarter Page 3.9”w X 5”h $60.00 $160.00 $300.00

Half Page 8”w X 5”h $100.00 $280.00 $480.00

Full Page 8”w X 10.5”h $160.00 $ 435.00 $810.00
Advertising must be paid in advance of printing. Ad may be provided in cmyk PhotoShop, Adobe Acrobat PDF,
or Illustrator EPS formats, or The Chamber will produce your ad for you. Ad contracts must be in and paid

by the 10th of the month prior to production.

For information contact Bill @ 903-583-4811,

15




