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Chamber Officially Opens New Visitor Center
The BonhamArea Chamber of Commerce & Economic Development Officially celebrated the opening of their newVis-

itor Center and Office location at 119 E. 5th Street Thursday evening, March 25, 2010, with an Open House and Ribbon Cut-
ting Ceremony in conjunction with a Network Nite event. An overflow crowd of over 140 came to help in the celebration.
The Chamber moved into the new location on the North side of “The Square” in mid February, but has just recently fin-

ished setting up the offices and painting the front Purple, in honor of the BonhamWarriors.
The highlight of the evening was “A Taste of Bon-

ham” in which some Member Restaurants provided some
great food to go along with the fabulous desserts done by
Chamber Board Members.

Thanks to Brookshire’s Deli, Cappy’s Cafe, Golden
Chicken, Italian Garden, Los Amigos, Luna Azul, Papa
Murphy’s and the Chamber’s great cooks Board Mem-
bers, the overflow crowd left full of great food and excite-
ment about the Chamber’s new location.

(Continued Page 3)

You’re Invited!

Special Assesment Explained
If you recently received a bill from the Chamber marked

Member Assesment and didn’t know what it was, please let us
explain.

We thought the enclosed letter explained it, but we have
had some calls wanting to know what it was.

It is simply an avenue the Board of Directors chose to try
to keep the Chamber operating until heavy dues billing
months arrive and until our major fund raiser happens.

The loss of $130,000 dollars in funds from BEDCO and
the Motel tax put the Chamber in a grave financial bind. We
have cut staff and cut every budget we could, but income cy-
cles are very light early in the year and the Chamber was
facing having to close its doors.

(Continued Page 11)
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The Fannin County Children’s Center will be hosting the BonhamArea Chamber of Commerce’s Network Nites in April. Make plans now
to attend this great networking opportunity on Thursday, April 22 from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. at 112 West Fifth Street in Bonham.

This event will be a celebration of many things.
First, there will be a celebration of the tenth anniversary of
the Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC). The CAC is one
of the programs operated at the Children’s Center. The
CAC facilitates a partnership between all of the public and
private agencies involved in investigating, prosecuting and
treating child abuse. This team of professionals includes
prosecutors, Child Protective Services, law enforcement,
medical personnel, mental health professionals and others.

“We will also be celebrating that April is Child
AbuseAwareness and Prevention Month andApril 18-24 is
National Crime Victims RightsWeek,” said Sandy Barber of
the Children’s Center. “We will be pinning little blue rib-

bons on all of our guests as a visible reminder of this.”
The event will also be a celebration of artwork done by local children and youth for the “Open Your Heart” art

contest. The winners of this contest will be recognized. Tours, refreshments and networking opportunities will
also be a part of the event.
The mission of the Children’s Center is to protect and enhance the quality of life of the abused, neglected and

needy children of Fannin County. Other programs of the Center include CASA, Rainbow Rooms, ChildAbuse Pre-
vention Programs for children and adults, School Supply Drive and a Christmas Toy & Clothing Drive.
Be sure to bring your business cards with you and contact the Chamber at 903-583-4811 to let us know the

names of those planning to attend.
April is Child Abuse Awareness & Prevention Month

Several local organizations in Fannin County have been busy collaborating on ways to recognize that April is
Child Abuse Awareness and Prevention Month.
Local organizers have chosen to stick with the theme “No Excuse for Child Abuse” again this year. Last year

at least sixteen schools, businesses and churches across the county posted this slogan on their outdoor marquee
signs. “We hope to have even more signs up this year,” said Sandy Barber with the Fannin County Children’s Cen-
ter.
Blue ribbons will also be going up around trees and poles around the county. Staff and volunteers from the Chil-

dren’s Center will be putting up ribbons in Bonham, Honey Grove, Ladonia, Trenton, Leonard, Savoy, Ector and
Bailey. They invite businesses, churches, schools and other places to join in and put up royal blue ribbons as well.
“Go Blue Day” will be celebrated on April 7 across the state by the Texas Department of Protective and Fam-

ily Services and the Child Welfare Boards. On this day everyone is encouraged to wear blue.
Children’s illustrator Mary Haverfield will be in
Bonham on Saturday, April 10 at the Creative Arts
Center. Haverfield will talk about her illustrations
in the book “Sometimes It’s Grandma’s and
Grandpa’s – Not Mommies and Daddies” and auto-
graph copies of this book from 1-2 pm. Afterwards,
there will be an opening reception and awards pre-
sentations for the “OpenYour Heart Children’sArt”
show from 2-4 pm. The Creative Arts Center is lo-
cated at 200 W. Fifth Street in Bonham.
The Children’s Center and CPS board are also
planning the second annual “Stand Up for Kids”

event forWednesday,April 14. Community members are encouraged to wear blue and stand around the courthouse
in Bonham from 4:30 to 5:30 pm. They will hand out prevention tips and raise awareness about the problem of
child abuse in Fannin County.
April 25 is Blue Sunday. Churches and other places of worship are encouraged to say a special prayer for

abused and neglected children and the people who work to rescue them. For more information, visit www.blue-
sunday.org <http://www.bluesunday.org/> .
To report suspicions of child abuse in Texas, call toll free 1-800-252-5400 or visit www.dfps.state.tx.us.
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Chamber Officially Opens New Visitor Center
(Continued From Page 1)

“It was great to hear all the positive comments about our new Visitor Center and Offices,” said Chamber Executive
Bill Jones. “The majority agreed that the new office had much more character and was much more inviting than our for-

mer location. I love the Purple front. It makes it stand out and def-
initely says you are in “Purple Warrior Country” were comments
heard often about the new office front color,” Jones went on to
say.

“We were worried that our walk-ins to the Visitor Center
would fall off in the new location, but they have actually picked up
in this new busier location. Now we are worried about having
enough staff to take care of them,” Jones added.

“I am proud of this day that we are cutting the Ribbon on
this great new facility. A lot of hard work and fantastic support has
gone into making this happen. We appreciate and commend
everyone of the many who have helped make this new location
possible. It is a day we can all be proud of,” said Chamber Chair
Elect Kristi McCoy as she prepared to cut the Ribbon on the new
location at 119 E. 5th Street.

A big THANKS to Joe Strong, Mandra Caplinger, Renee
Slaytor, James Holiday, andWalter Pitts who volunteered to paint and help us prepare for the Open House. Without their
efforts we would not have been ready.
Those of you who didn’t come to the Open House are welcomed to stop by and get a tour of our new facilities any-

time. Maybe even some of you who did come may want to tour without all the people, so you can actually get through
the entire office.

Join Us For Thursday, April 8th Ribbon Cutting
To Honor Renaissance Retirement Community
Please mark your calendars for THURSDAY, APRIL 8th between

8:30 and 9:30 a.m. for a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at The Bonham
Chamber, 119 E. 5th Street, welcoming our great friends and neighbors
in Sherman, TX…The Renaissance – a gracious retirement community.
Come out and meet Rob and Kerri, the new Co-Managers, who will
have lots of HOMEMADE goodies made from the wonderful Chef of
the Renaissance!
If you have not had the opportunity to visit the Renaissance, please

stop by the next time you are in Sherman. It is a BEAUTIFUL com-
munity that offers both INDEPENDENT and ASSISTED living and
there is nothing else like it in all of North Texas! We are fortunate to
be their neighbors and welcome their participation and involvement in
our wonderful Bonham community. PLEASE STOP BY TO
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT ON THURSDAY, APRIL 8.
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INQUIRY REPORTINQUIRY REPORT
During the month of March, the Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce has profession-

ally handled 393 Inquiry Calls, 39 Administrative Calls, and 205 Walk-ins. We sent out 17
Tourism Packets, 21 Relocation Packets, and 2 Demographics. We also handled 57 calls about
Special Events. The total number of referrals from the Chamber's website business directory
this period was 2,118 and each day there was an average of 40 referrals from the Chamber's
Website directory.
The summary of the top three categories referred most often this period from the Cham-

ber's Website were the following: Special Events, Accommodations, and Real Estate.
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Dodd City, Texas - After a year of filming and post production,
the documentary short film, Bois d’Arc Goodbye, opens at the
Honey Grove Civic Center on May 1st at 6:30 pm and is pre-
sented by the Fannin County Historical Commission. T h e
film, produced and directed by Russell and William “Bubba”
Graves, chronicles their canoe trips along the creek and pro-
vides an insight of the creek culture with thoughtful interviews,
dynamic still photography, and creative videography."
“This film is a real labor of love,” says Russell Graves, orig-

inally from the Hilger Community north of Dodd City but now
lives in the Texas Panhandle town of Childress. “Over the years,
Bubba and I spent so much time on the creek hunting, fishing,
and exploring, chronicling the bottomlands before it is lost to a
lake just made sense.”
William Graves, who lives just a few hundred yards from

where the two grew up, sees the changes to the creek on almost
a daily basis. “The lake [Lower Bois d’Arc Creek Reservoir] project
seems to be accelerating so fast,” says the older of the Graves
brothers, “We knew we’d better film the creek bottom while
some of the old places are still left.”

The film is a part of a larger, multimedia project that in-
cludes a recent cover story in Texas Parks &Wildlife magazine,
a gallery of still images, and the film which includes elements

of video, still images, narration, and personal interviews. Shot in high definition using traditional video cameras as well
as a the new hybrid digital SLR cameras, the visuals in the
project offer a view of the creek not seen by many."
“We are real excited to partner with the Graves Broth-

ers to bring this film to Fannin County for its first show-
ing,” says Tom Thornton, chairman of the Fannin County
Historical Commission. “It’s great that the people at the
Hall-Voyer Foundation in Honey Grove sees the value of
this project as well as they’ve agreed to co-host the pro-
gram for the evening.”
Russell Graves is a professional commercial and edi-

torial photographer and book author whose work is fea-
tured in magazines and ad campaigns nationwide while
William is a professional videographer that’s worked with
nationally broadcast television shows. For more informa-
tion about their work, check out www.russellgraves.com
or www.hunt-junkies.com.
The Premier will be Saturday, May 1 at 6:30 pm in the

Hall-Voyer Center in Honey Grove. It is a 40 minute pro-
duction. Don’t miss it.

“Bois d’ Arc Goodbye”
Documentary Premier
Set For May 1, 2010

In Honey Grove Center
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Calendar Of Events
Check www.bonhamchamber.com/events
For Up Coming Events. There Are Lots!

April 8, 2010
The Renaissance
Ribbon Cutting

at The Bonham Chamber Office
119 E. 5th St.

8:30 am
enjoy refreshments prepared by

Renaissance’s own Chefs

April 8 - 11, 2010
Bonham Trade Days

Thursday, April 8th - Sunday, April 11th
7:00 am - 7:00 pm
Fort Inglish Park
Hwy 56 & Hwy 121

For more information contact the Bonham Chamber at
(903) 583-4811.

April 9 - 10, 2010
American Humane Red Star Emergency Animal

Rescue Basic Training
Hosted by St. Francis Society of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church

Friday, April 9th - Saturday, April 10th
South Annex Building

210 S. Main
For more information contact Pat Ward at (903) 664-2233.

April 12, 2010
American Humane Red Star Emergency Animal

Rescue
First Responder

Hosted by St. Francis Society of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
Monday, April 12th

South Annex Building
210 S. Main

For more information contact Pat Ward at (903) 664-2233.

April 22, 2010
Fannin County Children's Center

Network Nights
Thursday, April 22nd

5:30 - 7:00 pm
112 West 5th Street

For more information call the Bonham Chamber at
(903)583-4811.

April 24, 2010
3rd Annual Holy Smoke BBQ Cook-Off

Saturday, March 20th,
5:00 pm

Wild Horse Creek Cowboy Church and Camp
Lamasco, Texas

For more information contact Big John Salem (903)486-1630
www.wildhorsecreekcamp.org

April 24, 2010
2010 Earth Day Festival

"Green for Health"
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Sherman Municipal Ballroom & Grounds
405 N. Rusk

Sherman, TX 75090
For more information contact Amy Hoffman-Shehan at

(903)821-8198.
www.earthdaytexoma.org

May 1, 2010
Bois d’Arc Goodbye
Documentary Premier
Honey Grove Hall-Voyer Center

6:30 pm
See story page 7

May 6 - 9, 2010
Bonham Trade Days

Thursday, May 6th - Sunday, May 9th
7:00 am - 7:00 pm
Fort Inglish Park
Hwy 56 & Hwy 121

For more information contact the Bonham Chamber at
(903) 583-4811.

May 8, 2010
“Threaded Through Time:

The Sam Rayburn Family Quilts”
Event time: 9:00 – 4:30

Admission: free
For more information contact Marion Wilson at

903-583-5558

May 20, 2010
Northeast Medical Center Home Health

Network Nites
Thursday, May 20th
5:30 pm - 7:00 pm
2001 Center Street

For more information contact the Bonham Chamber at
(903) 583-4811.

Let The Chamber
Help Promote Your

Next Event
Call 903-583-4811

or
email your information

to
bonhamchamber@cableone.net
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Special Assesment Explained
This possibility was mentioned at the Special Membership Meeting in Jan-

uary, but the Board put it off until all other possibilities were exhausted. We
know that everyone can’t afford it at this time, but hopefully everyone that can
will help keep the Chamber operating until we can recover from the drastic
loss of funds.

“With your support, we will come out of this stronger-than-ever before the
year is out,” said Chamber Executive Bill Jones.

“The response to this Special Assesment from many of you has been over-
whelming so far, and, if it continues, we will survive and be able to keep the
Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce strong and productive for you and the
area,” Jones explained.

The assesment in no way effects your Membership standing. It is in addi-
tion to normal dues, and will hopefully never be used again. It has been used
by a number of Non-Profit organizations for many years now, and has saved
many of them as it seems to be doing with the Bonham Area Chamber.

The support that has been displayed this year toward the Chamber has
been tremendous. THANK YOU!

Majestic 6 Cinema Gets
a Technology Face-Lift
As of 3/28/10 the Majestic 6 Cinema can

now hold its head high amongst other movie
theaters. A behind the scenes renovation was
performed that Bonham movie goers are sure
to appreciate.
Technicians worked throughout the week-

end in the projection room upstairs to remove
the antiquated slide projectors which have
been used for years now. Then they installed
new digital projectors which allow for a whole
new kind of pre-feature experience.
All Preflix content (trailers, trivia, announce-

ments and advertisements) are now real-time dy-
namic movies instead of static slides.
When you see how much better the Preflix

program is now, and want to have your busi-
ness on the big screen, contact Barry Moniak
at (801) 560-8000 or BarryMoniak@com-
cast.net
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It’s Time to Get Started on the Annual Parade of Playhouses
to Benefit the Fannin County Family Crisis Center

This will be the third year in a row for the Parade of Playhouses for the Fannin County family Crisis Center. Each
year we try to get started in the spring so that the playhouses will be complete around the end of summer. Once they are
completed, they are placed around the Fannin County Courthouse. At that time we will begin to sell tickets for the play-
houses and the winners will be drawn at the annual Christmas Parade in December.
If you as an individual, business or organization would like to build or sponsor a playhouse by donating materials or

money, please contact the Crisis Center at 903-583-7694 or 903-583-7000.



Chamber Board Minutes
Minutes of the

Bonham Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors,
Wednesday, March 10, 2010

Voting Members Present: Jack Bonds, Kristi McCoy, Jeremy Morton, Joe Ward, James Clark, Jeanie Robert-
son, Doug Kopf, Melody Michaud, Jack Lipscomb, Lisbeth Echeandia, Terry Floyd, Mandra Caplinger

Associate Members Present: Richard Glaser, Elizabeth May, Judge Lauri Blake, Kirk McMurrey,

Associate Members Not Present: Corby Alexander, Judge Eileen Cox, Sonny Cruse, Patti Hicks

Staff: Bill Jones

The meeting was called to order at 4:02pm by Chairman Jack Bonds. The motion was made byMelodyMichaud
to approve the February minutes. Motion passed. Jeremy Morton gave the Treasurer’s report with a balance
of $3,052.21.

Kristi McCoy made the motion to accept the 2010 Associate Directors consisting of Corby Alexander, Judge
Lauri Blake, Judge Eileen Cox, Sonny Cruse, Richard Glaser, Patti Hicks, Elizabeth May and Kirk McMurrey.
Motion passed.

Chairman Jack Bonds appointed a committee to discuss a spring event. The committee will consist of himself,
Kristi McCoy, JeremyMorton, Richard Glaser, Jack Lispcomb, Kirk McMurrey, Lisbeth Echeandia and Melody
Michaud.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:20pm.

Melody Michaud
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Shop Chamber Members First!
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AD SIZE DIMENSIONS MONTHLY 3 MONTHS 6 MONTHS

Quarter Page 3.9”w X 5”h $60.00 $160.00 $300.00

Half Page 8”w X 5”h $100.00 $280.00 $480.00

Full Page 8”w X 10.5”h $160.00 $ 435.00 $810.00
Advertising must be paid in advance of printing. Ad may be provided in cmyk PhotoShop, Adobe Acrobat PDF,
or Illustrator EPS formats, or The Chamber will produce your ad for you. Ad contracts must be in and paid

by the 10th of the month prior to production.

For information contact Bill @ 903-583-4811,
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